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Introduction
We are entering a period of unprecedented 
environmental breakdown. Human activity is 
changing the planet’s biosphere bringing disruption 
to planetary health through climate change, air 
pollution, ocean acidification, deforestation, and loss 
of biodiversity. 

As a UK-wide organisation, the Royal College of 
Nursing (RCN) recognises that climate change 
undermines the very foundations of our health. We 
are already experiencing the negative consequences 
on people’s wellbeing, this is growing and is set to be 
catastrophic if we do not act now. The World Health 
Organisation has described climate change as “the 
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RESPONDING TO CLIMATE CHANGE

How health and social care 
providers can support 
action on climate change
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